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Amendments to the Claims 

L (cmrently amended) A method comprising thcrstcps-of 

fa) storing in at least one <iata store in operative coimectiQn with at least one 
coTTiputer.. data represeatative of each of 

at least one patient 

medical history of the at least one patient 

at least one me iical item prescribed for use bv the at least one patient, and 

at least one medical item stored in a oatient-accessible self service medical 
item dispenser apparatus, wherein the dispenser apparatus is operative to 
re ceive at least one input jfrom the at least one patient; 

(h) receiving at least one input through at least one input device of the dispensCT 

apparatus, wherein the at least one input device is in operative conn ection with the 
at least one computer, wherein the at least one input includes a request to dispense 
to a first patient at leait one medical item prescribed fo r use bv the first patient; 
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£S} checking medical histc>rv data of the first patient to detennine if the at least one 

medical item requested in step (h) should be withheld firom being dispensed to the 
first patient; 

(6) instructing the dispens3r apparatus to dispense the at least one medical item 

requested in step (b\ responsive to a determination made in step (c) that the at 
least one medical item requested in step (h) should not be withheld from being 
dispensed to the first patient: and 

(e) including in the at least one data store, data linking a dispense of the at least one 
medical item requested in stco fb> to the first oatient 

fa) st or ing in at leahL uau daiji atuiu iii op er a t iv e c o nn e c tio n witli at IfcAst o n& 

tumput c i., da t a reprc^seiiita t ivc o f at leas t o ne pati e nt and ^ least one medical item 
preseribed f or use by tlie patient; 

^ st o ring in th e data s t oi data representative of a plurality of holding locati o ns f or 
moiical il^^ms in a medical item dispenser, - a p lu r ality of t ype s of medical items, 
and fui e ach of tlie s to . ' agc l o cation s , a type medical item stuied in the ii^spLctive 
s t o rage location; 
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(c) ii^ ^ u t ting thr o ugh an input d e vice iii opa ' ^itivc coimc^^tioii wi t h ilic compu t er and 
the dis p e t is er , da t axor . ' cspoudiiig to the patient; 

(d) dis p ensing from tlie dispense r responsive t o the data st o r e d m t h e data s to i t , the 
lypc medical item prescribed for use by the patient, wherein tlie typ e m e dical 
item is dispensed fr o m a storag e loca t ion h o lding the type medical item in the 
dispenser; 

fc^ including in tlie data s t ore resp o nsive t o cTc ccu t ion of s t ep (d)^ data icpicACiitativo 
that the type medical i ic m - iias been dis pe iis e d for use by the pati e nt, and that the 
t>pe medical i t em has b e en disp e ii&ed fi - om the dispenser . 

2. (currently amended) The method afjcording to claim 1 and further comprising the steps of: 

storing in the at least cne data store, data representative of a benefit plan 
associated with the fini patient, and payment rules concerning payment for 
medical items associated with the benefit plan; 

and.fiirther comrprisinj; the step of charging for the dispensed medical item in 
accordance wifli the payment rules. 
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3. (origmal) The method according to claim 2 and further comprising the step of: 

reading a credit or debit card with a card reading device adjacent the dispenser, 
wherein the card readi ig device is in operative connection with the computer, and 
wherein the charging step includes charging an account associated with the credit 
or debit card. 

4. (original) The method according to claim 2 wherein data representative of a benefits provider 
is stored hi correlated relation with data representative of a benefit plan^ and wherein the 
charging step includes charging the benefits provider. 

5. (currently amended) The method a^jcording to claim 3 wherein data representative of a benefits 
provider is stored in correlated relaticn with the data representative of the benefit plan, and 
wherein the rules concerning payment associated with the first patient include a co-pay 
requirement associated with the use cf the medical item, and further comprising the step of 
calculating a co-payment amount associated with the medical item, and wherein in the charging 
step the account is charged the co-pay amount. 

6- (original) The method according tc claim 5 and fiirther comprising the step of calculating a 
benefit amount associated with the medical item, and wherein the charging step comprises 
charging the benefits provider the benefit amount. 
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7. (original) The method according to claim 5 and prior to the charging step, further comprising 
the step of outputting through an output device adjacent to the dispenser, indicia representative of 
the co-pay amount. 

8. (original) The method according to claim 7 and prior to the charging step, further comprising 
the step of receiving through an input device adjacent the dispenser, an input indicative of 
acceptance of the co-pay amount. 

9. (currently amended) TTie method ai wording to claim 1 wherein step (h) includes receiving at 
least one input of data corresponding to the first patient, and further comprising the steps of: 

storing in the at least c ne data store, data representative of a piurahty of benefit 
plans, and for each beiiefit plan, corresponding payment rules concerning payment 
for medical items; 

storing in the at least c ne data store, data representative of a benefit plan 
associated with the firit patient; 

responsive to input of receiving data corresponding to the first patient m step (c), 
determining responsive to operation of the computer a benefit plan associated 
with the lirst patient; end 
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chargiiig for the medical item in accordance with the payment rules associated 
with the benefit plan determined to be associated with the first patient. 

10. (currently amended) The method iccording to claim 1 and prior to step (d) further comprising 
the step of displaying on an output device adjacent to the dispenser, display indicia including 
indicia indicative of the at least one medical item requested in step fb> type medi c al i t em . 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method iccording to claim 10 and prior to step (d) finther 
comprising the step of receiving an at least one input through an the at least one input device 
indicating agreement with the display indicia. 

12. (cuirently amended) The method iccording to claim 1 1 and prior to step (a), inputting 
through a physician terminal in operative connection with the at least one computer, prescription 
data representative of information that the at least one medical item has been prescribed for the 
first patient, and a medical condition for which the at least one medical item has been prescribed, 
wherein in step (a) the data stored includes prescription data, and wherein in the displaying step 
the display indicia includes indicia indicative of the medical condition. 

13. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 1 and prior to step (a) inputting through 
a physician terminal in operative coruiection with the at least one computer, prescription data 
representative of information that the at least one medical item has been prescribed for the first 
patient and a physician name corresponding to a physician prescribing the at least one medical 
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item for the first patient, and wherein in step (a) the data stored includes prescription data, and 
wherein in the displaying step tlie dis])lay indicia includes indicia indicative of the physician 
name. 

14, (currently amended) The method .iccording to claim 13 and further comprising the step of 
applying in connection with the dA&peix&cd type at least one medical item^ indicia indicative of the 
physician name. 

15- (currently amended) The method iccording to claim 14 wherein the prescription data inc hides 
data indicative of an instruction for using the type at least one medical item, and wherein in the 
applying step, indicia indicative of th'5 instruction for using the type at least one medical item is 
applied in connection with the type a1 least one medical item dispensed in s^ t cp (d) . 

16. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 and prior to step (a), inputting through 
a physician terminal in operative coruicction with the at least one computer, prescription data 
representative that the at least one medical item has been prescribed for the first patient, wherein 
in step (a) the data stored includes pr*iscription data. 

17. (currently amended) The method according to claim 16 and fiirther comprising the step of 
applying to the type at least one medical item, indicia indicative of data included in the 
prescription data. 
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1 8. (currently amended) The method ;iccording to claim 17 wherein the prescription data includes 
an instrucTion for using the type at least one medical item, and wherein in the applying step the 
indicia applied to the at least one medical item includes indicia indicative of the instruction. 

19. (currently amended) The method iiccording to claim 17 and further comprising prior to the 
applying step, printing a prescription label, wherein the prescription label includes the indicia 
indicative of the tbria instruction incli-ded in the prescription data, wherein in the applying step 
the label is applied in connection with the type at least one medical item. 

20. (currently amended) The method iccording to claim 17 wherein the applying step is executed 
prior to step (d) , whuciu t h e indicia .ndicAtive of data included m pr e scri pt ion da t a is applied to 
th e type medical it e m t o be di i>pex i&e d in step (d) . 

21. (original) The method according to claim 19 wherein the applying step is executed 
subsequent to step (d). 

22. (currently amended) The method according to claim 21 and further comprising sensing Ac a 
taking of the label after exeiLutlon of .step (d) wh e rein the medical item is dispensed, and 
preventing further dispejising by the dispenser until the label is sensed as taken. 

23. (cim^ntly amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein step (a) includes storing in the 
at least one data store, data representitlive of a plurality of patients, and for each of tlic patients 
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respective patient at least one type nuidical item prescribed for use by the patient , r epeatedly 
executing ste p s (a) thr o ugli (c) wherein dAta cor r esponding to differen t ones of tlie pluidlity uf 
p atients is iiiput in subsequen t executions o f step (c), and wherein In each ste p (d) th e t y pe 
mediLal item dispensed i^oin^j^pujiJs ( u th e medical item prescribed for tlie o ne respective p a t ien t 
corrc&pundlng t o Uie dat^ iuput in th e s t ep (c) iinmcdia t cly execu te d prio r t o tli e e x ecution o f 
each g>t e p (d) . 

24, (currently amended) The method .iccording to claim 23 and further comprising after 
executing a paili c ular s te p (c) steps (l^)-(d) for a second patient, responsive to failing to execute 
dispense at least one medical item responsive to step (d) and further comprising liic a step of 
contacting the second patient corresponding to Ac second patient data input in step (b) the 
pAftieulai ' step (c) . 

25. (currently amended) The method ; iccording to claim 23 wherein the data in the at least one 
data store includes data representative of a physician corr^ponding to at least one particular 
medical item prescribed for at Ica&t uj te a second patient, and wherein responsive tr> gyenutin^ 
steps fb)-fd) for the second patient but failing to dis pense at least one medical item responsive to 
stqp (d\ in a particular st ep (c) tlic da :a c o i T Csponding to tlie p ar t icular fi r st pa t ient ia mput, and 
A c i e aftc r step (d) i s n o t executed^ whereby the pailiculai - m c diual item is Jiot dispensed, and 
further comprising Ac a step of contacting the physician re sp o nsive to failing to car r y o ut step 
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26. {currently amended) A method comprising: 

(a) storing in at least cue <iata store in operative connection with at least one 
computer, data represe ntative of at least one patient and at least one type medical 
item prescribed for use by the at least one patient; 

(b) storing in the at least g ne data store, data representative of a plurality of holding 
storage locations for nr.edical items in a medical item dispenser, a plurality of 
types of medical items, and for each of the storage locations, a type medical item 
stored in the respcctiv<; storage location; 

(c) inputting through tart ai least one input device in operative connection with the at 
least one computer and the dispenser, data corresponding to a patient; 

(d) checking data in the at least one data store representative of a medical history of 
the patient corresponding to the data input in step (c), and determining based on 
the medical history dala if a type medical item prescribed for use by the patient 
should be withheld from the patient; 

(e) responsive to a determ ination made in step (d) that the type medical item should 
not be withheld from t le patient, causing the dispenser to dispense the type 
medical item fi\>m a storage location in the dispenser; and 

- 11 - 
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(f) including in the at least one data store responsive to execution of step (e), data 

representative that the type medical item has been dispensed for use by the patient, 
and that the type medi'^al item has been dispensed from the dispenser. 

27. (original) The method accordmg to claim 26 wherein the checking step includes 
communicating over a public data network. 

28. (currently amended) The method according to claim 26 + wherein the dispenser comprises a * 
patient-accessible self-service medical item dispenser. 

29. (currently amended) The method according to claim 26 2 and furth e r comprising 

ff) pri o r t o (el) , wherein step (o) includes receiving input from a the patient tlii ' ougli at 

least o ne Inpu t d e vice n operative connet^tlon witli the e o mputci ' and the 
dispens er. 

30. (currently amended) The method according to claim 29 wherein if) step (c) includes receiving 
dispense request input from the patient corresponding to at least one medical item prescribed for 
use by the patient. 



- 12^ 



PACE 1302 ' RCVD AT mum 6:09:26 PM [Eastern Daylight fime] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF4/29 ' DNIS:273g3D0 ' CSID:3307226446 ' DURATION ([nnKS):03-16 



05/1*0/2008 18:12 FAI 3307226448 



Walker & Jocke 



0)014 



31. (currently amended) The method according to claim 30 wherein step (o) further includes 
receiving a payment from the patient corresponding to the at least one medical item requested in 
ttie dispense request input. 

32. (previously presented) The method according to claim 31 wherein the at least one input 
device includes a card reader device, ivherein the card reader device is in operative connection 
with the computer, and further comprising 

(g) reading a credit or debit card with the card reader device, and charging an account 
associated with the credit or debit card. 

33. (currently amended) The method according to claim 31 wherein the payment comprises a co- 
payment, wherein ff) step (c) includes receiving the co-payment from the patient corresponding 
to the at least one medical i tem requested in the dispense request input, 

34. (currently amended) A method Th e method according to claim 1 and fiirther comprising 

£fl verifying with the dispenser apparatus that the at least one medical item requested 
in step (b) was dispensed; 
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wherein step (e) includes storng in the at least one data store data linking the at least one 
medical item request ed in step (b) to the first patient responsive to the verification in step 

m 

(a) st o iing in at Icd&i uul data Atort. in opaatlve connection with at l e a s t o n e 
compu te r, da t a re p re s en tativ e o f cgc l rtrf 

at leas t o n e pat ie nt, 

at leas t o ne m c- iical it e m pr escrib e d f o r use by the a t leas t o ne patient, and 

dt Icd&t mi e ni e Jii/al it e m s to r e d in a p a t i e n t -accessible self se r vicii medical 
it e m di s p e nse r ap p ara t us, wherein the dispenser appai ' a t us ts o p e rative t o . 
receive at l e ast o ne input Hoin Hit a t least one patient; 

(b) receiving at least o ne in put througli at least one inpu t d e vice o f the d i s p enser 
apparatus, wliciein tlie a t least one input includes a r equest t o dis p ense to a -first 
patient a t least o ne mciica] it em prescribed for use by the Ci&t ydtieut., 

fc) reg>pou&iyc to tlie requv^st to dispens e , ins tr ucting die dispenser appara t us t o 
dispense die requested at least o ne medical i t em to t^le fii ' st patient, 
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fd) verifyi n g w i th the d i sFcnscr appax ' Atus dia t die requ e sted at least o ne medical item 
was dispe n sed; 

(e) r ea p onsive t o the verif icati o n, including in t he data gtorc, data liiiking the v e rified 
dis pensed at least one iiedical i te m to th e fii ' st p ati e i rt. 

35. (currently amended) The method iiccording to claim i 94 wherein (e) further includes 

resp o nsive t o tlie ve r if i^atiou, including in the at least one data store, data linking 
each of 

the first patient, 

the dispensed at least one medical item as dispensed, and 
location of disitensmg the at least one medical item, 

36. (currently amended) The method iiccording to claim 1 34 and further comprising 

(f) . receiving another at le:ist one input through the at least one input device of the 

dispenser apparatus, wherein the another at least one input includes a request to 
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dispense to a second patient at least one medical item prescribed for use by the 
second patient; 

(g) responsive to step (f) t he r eques t t o dispense to the second patien t, instructing the 
dispenser apparatus to dispense the r eques t ed at l e as t one medical i t em to the 
second patient the at h'.ast one medical item requested in step (f) . 

37. (currently amended) The metbod .iccording to claim 36 34 wherein the dispenser ^paratus 
includes at least a first dispenser and .i second dispenser, wherein step (b) includes receiving 
dispense request input from the first f atient through an input device in operative connection witli 
the first dispenser, and ftutiier eompii&iii^ 

ff) wherein step (f) includ es receiving dispense request input from the second patient 
through an input device in operative connection with the second dispenser; 



responsive t o (f)> wherein step ( o) includes instructing the second dispenser to 
dispense to the second patient at least one medical item prescribed for use by the 
second patient^ ^ 



38. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 34 and further comprising 
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(f) prior to step (d) fc), receiving with the dispenser apparatxis a patient payment 
input. 

39. (previously presented) The method according to claim 38 and further comprising receiving a 
patient payment corresponding to the at least one medical item requested in the dispense request 
input. 

40. (previously presented) The methol according to claijri 39 wherein the patient payment 
comprises a patient co-payment, and ;lirther comprising receiving the patient co-payment 
corresponding to the at least one med cal item requested in the dispense request input. 

41 . (previously presented) The method according to claim 38 wherein the dispenser apparatus 
includes a card reader device^ wherein the card reader device is in operative coimection with the 
computer, and further comprising 

(g) reading a credit or debit card with the card reader device, and further comprising 
charging an account associated with the credit or debit card. 

42. (currently amended) The method iiccordijag to claim 38 wherein the dispenser apparatus 
includes a display screen, and further comprising 
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(g) prior to Step (f) fc), diiplaying a paymeat amount to the patient with the display 
screen. 

43. (currently amended) The method iccording to claim 1 34 and further comprising 

(f) prior to step (d) (c), determining whether the at least one medical item 

corresponding to the dispense request ir^ut is available for dispensing jBcOTin the 
dispenser apparatus. 

44. (currently amended) The method according to claim 34 wherein step (f) includes (d) f i a i ' th c i - 
comprises at kas t o ne sensor in tlic dispenser a p para t us transmitting at least one signal 
responsive to tfac at least one sensor u i the dispenser apparatus sensing a passing of the requested 
at least one medical item, and wherein step (e) includes storing fu tt her c o mpris e s ineludi n g in the 
at least one data store verification of the dispensing of the requested at least one medical item. 

45. (currently amended) A method comprising 

(a) storing in at least one data store in operative connection with at least one 
computer, data represeatative of each of 

a plurality of n: edical item storage locations in a patient-accessible self 
service medical item dispenser apparatus, 
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a plurality of tjpes of medical items, 

the type of metlical item stored in each respective storage location, • 
at least one patient, and 

at least one medical item type prescribed for use by the at least one patient; 

(b) receiving patient ident fication data from a patient through at least one input 
device of the dispensei' apparatus; 

(c) receiving from the patient through the at least one input device a request to 
dispense at least one nr edical item type prescribed for use by the patient; 

(d) detennining based on medical history data corresponding to the patient, whether 
the requested at least one medical item tvpQ should be withheld from the patient: 

(e) (d) reading a credit or deb -t card with a card reader device of the dispenser apparatus; 

(f) (c) charging an amount to an account associated with the credit or debit card> wherein 

the amount corresponcs to a payment associated with the requested at least one 
medical item type; 
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IglfO i&sponsive to at least t. determination made in step (d) that the at least one medical 
item type should Tint he withh eld from the patient instructing the dispenser 
apparatus to dispense i o the patient the requested at least one medical item type; 

(g^ dispensing fl ' om l iit dis p en sc i - ap p ai - atu& t o th e patient the irquc& t &d At li^A!,t mie. 

medical item t y p e, wh i : rc in the a t least o ne medical i te m type is dlsp^^nscd Qoni At 
te ast o ne s tor age l o cat o n h o lding t he at leas t one mcdieal i t em type; 

^ v er ifyi n g wi t h the dis p ens er appara t us that tlie requested at l e a st o n e medical it e m 
t ype was dispensed to t he patient^ ineluding at leas t o n e s e nso r in the dis p ens er 
appai - atus U ' ansaiiuiug a t l e as t one signal t o the c o m p ute r r esponsive t o t lie at least 
one sensor sensing a p issing of tlia request e d a t leas t ot ie medical i t em type, 

fh) © including in die at least one data store r e s pons i ve t o (h) , data linking each of 



the patient^ 



the 




requested at least one medical item type, and 



a dispensing location of the disp e nsing o f t h e v er i fie d di sp ensed requested 



at least one me lical item type. 
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